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the said mines, or of transferring to a third party the right of working
them, without having to obtain any previous authorisation or to fulfil
any formalities.
The French State may always require that the German mining laws
and regulations referred to below shall be applied in order to ensure
the determination of its rights.
2.
The right of ownership of the French State will apply not only to
the deposits which are free and for which concessions have not yet
been granted, but also to the deposits for which concessions have
already been granted, whoever may be the present proprietors, irrespec-
tive of whether they belong to the Prussian State, to the Bavarian
State, to other States or bodies, to companies or to individuals, whether
they have been worked or not, or whether a right of exploitation distinct
from the right of the owners of the surface of the soil has or has not
been recognised.
3.
As far as concerns the mines which are being worked, the transfer
of the ownership to the French State will apply to all the accessories
and subsidiaries of the said mines, in particular to their plant and
equipment both on and below the surface, to their extracting machinery,
their plants for transforming coal into electric power, coke and by-
products, their workshops, means of communication, electric lines,
plant for catching and distributing water, land, buildings such as
offices, managers3, employees' and workmen's dwellings, schools,
hospitals and dispensaries, their stocks and supplies of every descrip-
tion, their archives and plans, and in general everything which those
who own or exploit the mines possess or enjoy for the purpose of
exploiting the mines and their accessories and subsidiaries.
The transfer will apply also to the debts owing for products delivered
before the entry into possession by the French State, and after the
signature of the present Treaty, and to deposits of money made by
customers, whose rights will be guaranteed by the French State.
4.
The French State will acquire the property free and clear of all
debts and charges. Nevertheless, the rights acquired, or in course of
being acquired, by the employees of the mines and their accessories
and subsidiaries at the date of the coming into force of the present
Treaty, in connection with pensions for old age or disability, will not
be affected. In return, Germany must pay over to the French State
a sum representing the actuarial amounts to which the said employees
are entitled.
5.
The value, of the property thus ceded to the French State will be
determined by the Reparation Commission referred to in Article 283
of Part VIII (Reparation) of the present Treaty.
This value shall be credited to Germany in part payment of the
amount due for reparation.
It will be for Germany to indemnify the proprietors or parties
concerned, whoever they may be.